
Understanding 
Bradford District 

Bradford District population update 25 June 2015 

 
Latest population estimate 
The latest population estimate (for 30 June 2014) shows that there are 528,200 people living in 
Bradford District, an increase of 1,800 people since June 2013. The population consists of 260,300 
men (49.3%) and 267,900 women (50.7%). 
 
Bradford is the fourth largest local authority in England in terms of population (after Birmingham, 
Leeds and Sheffield). Manchester is the fifth largest local authority. 
 
 
Population change 2013-2014 
The District’s population has increased by 1,800 (0.3%) since 2013. The increase is largely due to 
“natural change” – there have been around 3,800 more births than deaths although this has been 
balanced by a larger number of people leaving Bradford to live in other parts of the UK than 
coming to live here and a lower number of international migrants. 
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Population change 2004-2014 
The District’s population has increased by 43,500 (9.0%) since 2004. From 2004 until 2011 there 
was a steady growth of around 1% each year, but since 2012 the rate of increase has declined to 
around 0.3%. This is due to a number of causes – lower numbers of births, more people leaving 
Bradford for other parts of the UK than coming to live here and lower numbers of international 
migrants.  
 
 
Population by gender and five year age groups 2014 

The population pyramid shows that 
the largest populations are for 
children aged 0 – 4 and 5 – 9 which 
reflects a national trend. There has 
also been an increase in life 
expectancy for both men and 
women in the district.  

 
Contact: 

Catriona Colborn 
Policy Programmes & Change  
City of Bradford Metropolitan 
Council 
Phone: 01274 434691 
Email: 
catriona.colborn@bradford.gov.uk 
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4,200 deaths 

 

14,400 people coming to 
Bradford from other 
parts of the UK 

 

17,700 people leaving 
Bradford for other parts 
of the UK 

 

3,900 people coming to 
Bradford from other 

countries 

8,000 births 

 

2,600 people leaving 
Bradford for other 

countries 
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